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The MOVE project is promoted by an heterogeneous consortium of 14 partners, based in 8 European Overseas 

entities (five ORs and three OCTs, covering 6 of the 7 biogeographical regions with European presence) and on 4 

countries of the Europe mainland. 

The project worked directly on a representative fraction of the European Overseas entities, mobilizing stakehold-

ers on a personal basis, engaging them directly in face to face interviews and focal workshops. The continental 

partners were selected for their expertise in MAES, in order to provide a seamless integration with initiatives at the 

mainland level, allowing bilateral knowledge exchanges and capacity building.
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MOVE

THE CHALLENGE

Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs)

The 25 OCTs* are characterized by spe-
cial bonds with EU Member States.

Europe’s Outermost Regions (ORs) 

The 9 ORs are located at distance from 
continental Europe but make up substan-
tial parts of EU Member State’s territories.

Action 5 of the EU Biodiversity Strategy urges Member 
States to map and assess the state of ecosystems 
and their services (MAES) in their national territory.

Europe’s Outermost Regions (ORs) and Overseas Countries 
and Territories (OCTs) often seem to be overlooked in MAES 
efforts.

The EU Overseas main-
ly consist out of islands, 
spread through all 
corners of the globe. 
These territories con-
tain unique flora and 
fauna: they host more 
than 70% of all EU bio-
diversity and include 
20% of the world’s cor-
al reefs and lagoons. 
They encompass most 
diverse ecosystems on 
often very small scale.
Nevertheless, general 
knowledge on island 
Ecosystem Services (ES) 
and especially how to 
map and assess them 
seems scarce.
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MOVE

OBJECTIVES

To involve policy 
makers, researchers 
and the civil society 

in the development of 
methodologies for mapping 

and assessing the state of 
ecosystems and their 
services in ORs and 

OCTs.

To turn the 
geographical, political 
and knowledge base 

fragmentation of these entities 
into assets, pooling  

resources and building  
robust participatory  

tools.

To demonstrate  
the possibility and  

the advantage of a  
bottom-up approach,  

involving and  
capacitating local  

actors.

The MOVE project allowed to apply the most advanced tools and models to test and implement the MAES methodology 
in EU Overseas entities, involving and capacitating local actors to support the implementation of regional policies. The 
project provided good practice guidelines tailored for overseas specificities and needs, contributing to a worldwide 
EU leadership in this field.
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MOVE Components and their interrelations MOVE Consortium

Coordinated by:

Coordination and integration

Network creation

Policy

Research

Partners:

Supported by:
This project has received funding from 
the European Commission (Directorate-
General for Environment), under the grant 
07.027735/2018/776517/SUB/ENV.D2

Activity 4
Facilitating MAES in
Europe’s Overseas

Activity 1&6
Project Coordination and 
Management
Communication, dissemination 
and outreach.

Activity 2
Stakeholder engagement to 
assess the state of the art and 
prioritize project contributions

Activity 5
Outlining a MAES Strategic 

Plan for the EU Overseas

Activity 3
Knowledge sharing and 

information repository
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MOVE1Activity

Activity LEADER
Fundo Regional para a Ciência e 

Tecnologia (FRCT)  

Project coordination and management

This activity aims to ensure optimal implementation, 
coordination and integration of the project activities, 
through providing effective structures, tools and 
procedures for supervision of project progress, 
reporting, internal communication, and internal 
quality assurance.

MOVE
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MOVE Activity Leader1Activity Project coordination 
and management

 
 Regional 

Case Studies

Advisory Board
(Governmental Stakeholder 

representatives)

European
Comission
DGENV

General Public

€
€

Technical 
& Financial 

management

Researchers
Stakeholders

Partners

Meetings (KO, General 
Assemblies, WS, etc.)

Dutch Caribbean

New Caledonia

United Kingdom OTs 
in the South Atlantic

La Réunion

French Guiana

Martinique

Azores

Canary Islands
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MOVE

Activity LEADER
Institut de Recherche pour le 

Développement (IRD)  

Engaging stakeholders to assess the state of the art of MAES and prioritize project contributions

This activity aims to assess the state of the art of 
MAES in the participating ORs and OCTs, mobilizing  
stakeholders in the definition of the case studies and 
specific contributions to be made by the project.

MOVE2Activity
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2Activity Engaging stakeholders to assess the state of the 
art of MAES and prioritize project contributions

Activity 
Leader

Dutch Caribbean (200+) New Caledonia (170+)

UK South Atlantic 
territories  (85+)

La Réunion (160+)

French Guiana (170+)Martinique (75+)

Azores (25+) Canary Islands (65+)

1000+ legal entities ::: 700+ individual stakeholders

STAKEHOLDERS: Private sector, 
administrations, research 
institutes, universities and non-
governmental organizations

1. Stakeholders Reached 2. State of the Art of MAES 3. Stakeholders Engagement

200+ Interviews 
& Questionnaires

What can we expect 
from the project?

What is my perception about ECOSYSTEMS 
and their SERVICES?

MOVE 
Territories

MOVE 
Partners

Local 
knowledge

Geographical & 
Stakeholders data

ORs & 
OCTS

What is my relationship with 
ECOSYSTEMS and their SERVICES?

What are the main 
bottlenecks for MAES 
implementation in 
ORs and OCTs?

Selection 
criteria

Current situation of MAES  
in EU OverSeas: Selection of  

8 Regional Case Studies

• Type/Representativeness 
of Ecosystems

• Involvement in MAES
• Stakeholders 

expectations related to 
MAES and MOVE

Download
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/D.2.1_List-of-institutional-and-individual-stakeholders-of-MAES_2.pdf


4Activity

Activity 
Leader

(1) Ecosystem Services addressed, (2) Problems & 
Goal, (3) Emblematic Ecosystems, (4) Methods, (5) 
Available Data, (6) Expected Results and (7) List of 
Main local/Regional Stakeholders.

State of the Art of MAES in ORs and OCTs Stakeholders Engagement

Regional Case Studies

Terms of Reference

Main EXPECTATIONS:

 (e.g. terrestrial, coastal, marine)

Clarification of ES CONCEPT: Great
d i v e r s i t yofwords

rareuse integration
in the environmental
m a n a g e m e n tterritorial

specificities

ES DOMAINS of ACTIVITY: 
Biodiversity 
conservation 

Exploitation of 
Natural Resources

Acquisition 
of knowledge€

Main MAES implementation BOTTLENECKS:

Financial opportunities Technical expertise Dedicated projects

¡
€

Projects combining 
Environment/Social issues

ES clarification 
concept

Material and human 
Resources

Download Download

2Activity Engaging stakeholders to assess the state of the 
art of MAES and prioritize project contributions
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_D.2.2_Report-on-the-State-of-the-Art-of-MAES-in-the-Participing-regions.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_Act.2_Deliverable-D.2.3-Justification-of-the-Regional-Case-Studies-and-Terms-of-Reference-1.pdf


MOVE

Activity LEADER
Gottfried Wilhelm 

Leibniz Universität Hannover (LUH)   

Knowledge sharing and information repository

This activity aims to share knowledge and capacities 
between the ORs and OCTs and Europe mainland. 
Information collected in the project is analyzed, 
integrated, synthesized and structured in order to 
fulfill the demands of MAES implementation in all EU 
member states, including the ORs and OCTs.

MOVE3Activity
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3Activity Knowledge sharing and 
information repository

Activity 
Leader

1. Existing/On-going Studies related to MAES

Stakeholders

A. MAES literature 
review

B. STAKEHOLDER 
online survey

Sieber et al. 2018

270 papers

Consortium

MOVE

MOVE

ORs & OCTS

Research trends on MAES in EU Overseas

Integration EU MAES initiatives

mAEs wg
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_Act.3_D.3.1_Scientific-research-on-mapping-and-assessment-of-ecosystems-and-their-services-in-the-EU-Overseas2.pdf
https://oneecosystem.pensoft.net/articles.php?id=24719&journal_name=oneecosystem
https://moveproject.eu
https://moveproject.eu/
https://moveproject.eu
http://www.esmeralda-project.eu
http://www.openness-project.eu


3Activity Knowledge sharing and 
information repository

Activity 
Leader

Research overview EU overseas by Ecosystem typesECOSYSTEM SERVICES in the EU Overseas

12



Activity 
Leader

2. Knowledge Integration

Integrating knowledge from MAES 
in the EU mainland and ORs and 
OCTs 

Ecosystem 
specificities

Socio-Cultural 
conditions

EU Overseas
Tailored

Create synergies and to make 
most use of efforts and available 
resources 

Comparison of studies and methods 
between Europe Overseas and the 
European mainland

MOVE 
Territories

ORs & 
OCTS

MAES
Knowledge

Act.2

Act.4

3Activity Knowledge sharing and 
information repository
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Activity 
Leader

3. Knowledge Sharing

Transferring knowledge from EU 
mainland to EU ORs and OCTs 
and vice versa

Fulfil the tasks of the Biodiversity 
Strategy’s Action 5 in all EU 
member states including ORs and 
OCTs

Help raise awareness of the 
specificities of EU Overseas for 
MAES and biodiversity

Workshops, moderated online 
discussion forums, webinars etc.

Act.3e-forum

Case Studies - Act.4
Webinar Series

MOVE

External knowledge sharing: networks, conferences, etc.

3Activity Knowledge sharing and 
information repository
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https://moveproject.eu/community/
https://moveproject.eu/results/webinars/
https://moveproject.eu
https://twitter.com/MOVEProject2018
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCFtp7AJyUT9xlGAxl2wC8Q/featured
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/best/index_en.htm
https://www.oppla.eu/
https://es-partnership.org/
https://moveon-project.eu/homepage/
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/MOVEProject2018


MOVE

Facilitating MAES in Europe’s Overseas

This activity aims to develop and test the feasibility 
of MAES in Europe’s Overseas through collaborative 
and multidisciplinary approaches.

MOVE4Activity

Activity LEADER
Fundo Regional para a Ciência e 

Tecnologia (FRCT)  

15

http://frct.azores.gov.pt/


Task 4.1. Develop and Test Mapping Tools

4Activity Facilitating MAES in 
Europe’s Overseas

Task 
Leader

Regional 
Case Studies

This task aims to 
develop and test 
mapping tools in 
each of the seven 
Case Studies regions 
by implementing 
diverse mapping 
tools and using the 
multidisciplinary current 
state-of-the-art in 
MAES, the available 
data, and the most 
advanced tools and 
models for mapping, 
assessing, monitoring, 
and valuating 
ecosystem services 
in the participating 
regions.
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4Activity Facilitating MAES in 
Europe’s Overseas

Task 4.1. Develop and Test Mapping Tools

Regional 
Case Studies

Case Study Region Habitats Ecosystem Services Tools Booklets Webinars

Azores • Terrestrial 
habitats Terceira 
Island

• Recreation
• Pollination
• Carbon storage
• Nutrient delivery ratio
• Sediment delivery ratio
• Flow retention

• Use of three geodatasets (Corine LULC, 
Official LULC map

• Quantification of ES using InVEST models
• Statistical analysis of inVEST model results

Falkland Islands • Macrocystis Kelp • Blue Carbon stock
• Blue Carbon sequestration
• Nutrient cycling
• Commercial fisheries
• Alginate production

• Extent identification using Sentinel-1 
and -2 imagery, Landsat 8, topographic 
monitoring and in-situ data

• Kelp density estimation
• Use of published ES economic valuation

Canary Islands • Cymodocea 
nodosa

• Commercial fisheries • Habitat suitability mapping
• Value transfer methodology

Download

Task 
Leader
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.1_Report-of-the-development-application-and-participative-validation-of-mapping-tools-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/MOVE-CaseStudyBooklet_Azores_FinalForDissemination.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/MOVE-CaseStudyBooklet_Falklands_FinalForDissemination.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/MOVE-CaseStudyBooklet_Canaries_FinalForDissemination.pdf
https://youtu.be/7oyTkfHt9E0
https://youtu.be/Dsn3i7T4Jbc
https://youtu.be/dPqqSTJJ-hc


Case Study Region Habitats Ecosystem Services Tools Booklets Webinars

St. Maarten • Seagrass 
communities

• Coral reef
• Mangroves

• Commercial fisheries
• Tourism activities
• Carbon Sequestration

• Calculation total ecosystem size based on 
polygon area

• Determining monetary value of ecosystem 
service

• Quantifying economic value of ecosystem 
service based on a set of parameters for 
spatial allocation

Réunion Island • Marine/coastal 
and terrestrial 
ecosystems 
integration

• Full ES spectrum • Use of already available habitat maps
• Identification ecosystem spatial units in 

oceanic water-masses

Martinique • Coral reefs • Coastal protection
• Nutrient uptake
• Fish Biomass production

• Link ecological condition indicators with ES 
provision

• Monetary valuation

French Guiana • 23 different 
ecosystem 
types present in 
Guiana shield

• Broad range of Ecosystem 
Services

• Matrix method based on expert 
consultation

• Quantification of ES using InVEST models 
and LULC data (2005 – 2015), Forest 
inventory, Biomass data and Habitat maps

4Activity Facilitating MAES in 
Europe’s Overseas

Regional 
Case Studies

Task 
Leader
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/MOVE-St-Maarten-case-studies.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Reunion_case_study.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/MARTINIQUE_ACTIVITY4-Powerpoint-MOVE.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-02-03MOVEWebinar_Sieber_compressed.pdf
https://youtu.be/nP9q33np3sg
https://youtu.be/Yv90P6smWps
https://youtu.be/neab628CEuk
https://youtu.be/UpKQtD6fbeQ


• Direct engagement of stakeholders in the 
assessment and final validation of “Regional 
Case Studies” results, with the direct support of 
project’s local partners and scientific board.

• Participative validation by local stakeholders of 
mapping tools, including model’s explanation 
and final maps.

• Webinars + workshops + MOVE questionnaire.
+ Download

7 Regional Case Studies 1 Cross-Regional Case 
Study: Red List of 
Ecosystems Feasibility 
Study in the European 
Overseas 

e-Surveys

4Activity Facilitating MAES in 
Europe’s Overseas

Regional 
Case Studies

Task 
Leader
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.1_Report-of-the-development-application-and-participative-validation-of-mapping-tools-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.1_Report-of-the-development-application-and-participative-validation-of-mapping-tools-1.pdf


Best Practices Guidelines

Based on stakeholders’ perception and feedback gathered in the present study, a few considerations can be pointed out as a 
compilation of important traits of MAES, and relevant criteria to consider when using and producing this particular tool. Main ideas of 
this consultation can be used to propose a guidance on Best Practices to: (i) design and program proper methodological approa-
ches, (ii) optimize MAES outputs and (iii) rise MAES relevance and impacts.

(i). Considerations when designing MAES methodologies:

• Consider a broad range of ES.

• Properly contextualize island environments.

• When possible, rely on existing data, aiming for proper coverage and accuracy to facilitate comparisons among different regions.

• Take into account the human impacts on ecosystems and focus efforts to develop tools that allow constant monitoring  of  pres-
sures  on  the environment.

• Include socio-cultural and socio-economic variables.

• MAES procedure need to be socially and culturally framed and carefully implemented.

• Identify sites of greatest importance for relevant ES to better comprehend the services provided by natural areas and better iden-
tify activities that are compatible with the services of the concerned areas.

• Include a clear identification of the proposed objectives.

• Ensure stakeholders involvement.

• Ensure the use of quality baseline data.

Download

4Activity Facilitating MAES in 
Europe’s Overseas

Regional 
Case Studies

Task 
Leader
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.23-Technical-report-on-best-practices-guidelines-for-mapping-assessing-valuating-and-monitoring-of-ecosystem-services_V2.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.23-Technical-report-on-best-practices-guidelines-for-mapping-assessing-valuating-and-monitoring-of-ecosystem-services_V2.pdf


(ii). Recommendations to optimize the pertinence of MAES outputs: 

• Seek for simplicity and easy interpretability to expand the capabilities of these tools to reach policy makers.

• Always validate results with ground truth before making the study available to the public and start any discussion.

• Develop high-resolution ecosystem, habitats, species and ES maps.

• Consider future projections to define pertinent management plans.

(iii). In order to rise its relevance and impacts on society and policy makers, MAES procedures must seek for:

• Pooling information and resources between different institutions.

• Securing the availability of produced databases and summary documents.

• Facilitating the availability of environmental spatial information to reach society.

• Reaching a methodological agreement in ES assessment to open a road for regional cross comparability of MAES with previous 
assessments.

• Relying on proper funding to secure its application and communication to enhance its capabilities to reach society and highlight 
and share the importance of its application.

• Avoiding the use of MAES as a stand-alone tool, in order to avoid potential missuses leading to the capitalization of natural resour-
ces and enhancing its capabilities when dealing with particular aspects of conservation, mainly the conservation of rare species.

4Activity Facilitating MAES in 
Europe’s Overseas

Regional 
Case Studies

Task 
Leader
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Task 4.2. Test & Assess Science-Policy Interface tools

4Activity Facilitating MAES in 
Europe’s Overseas

Regional 
Case Studies

This task aims to 
review, compare, 
and identity decision 
support tools (DSTs) 
for the MAES that can 
potentially promote 
public participation, 
support decision-
making for the design 
and implementation of 
ecosystems services-
based public policies, 
and ES spatial planning 
in EU OCTs/ORs.

Task 
Leader
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Task 4.2. Test & Assess Science-Policy Interface tools
Download

• Forms of Participation: (i) Institutional participation 
(top-down) (ii) Spontaneous informal participation 
(bottom-up).

• Stakeholder Participation: (i) citizen role (ii) custo-
mer role and (iii) partner role.

• Degrees of Stakeholder Participation: (i) Providing 
information (ii) co-controlling a decision.

• Advantages & Risks: (see table below)
• Principles & Challenges of Participatory Spatial 

planning: Set of stakeholders engaged in a collec-
tive decision-making process to improve the de-

mocratic deficit and the adequacy and effective-
ness of spatial planning decisions.

• Role of Maps:  Communication, interaction and 
transmission of knowledge between people being 
one of the most essential elements in the spatial 
planning process.

• Public Participatory Geographic Information Sys-
tem (PPGIS): Communication tools contributing 
dynamic participatory process within territorial de-
cision-making processes.

• Better trust in decisions
• Improving project design using local knowledge
• Better understanding projects and issues 
• Integration of various interests and opinions 
• Optimizing implementation of plans and projects 
• Public acceptance of the decisions
• Fostering and developing social learning

• Expensive process 
• Time-consuming process
• Potential stakeholder frustration 
• Identification of new conflicts
• Involvement of stakeholders who are not representa-

tive
• Empowerment of an already important stakeholder

1. Stakeholder participation in environmental planning

Public 
participation A
D

V
A

N
TA

G
ES

RI
SK

S

4Activity Facilitating MAES in 
Europe’s Overseas

Regional 
Case Studies

Task 
Leader
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.2.1_Review-of-available-science-policy-interface-tools_FINAL-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.23-Technical-report-on-best-practices-guidelines-for-mapping-assessing-valuating-and-monitoring-of-ecosystem-services_V2.pdf


4Activity Facilitating MAES in 
Europe’s Overseas

Regional 
Case Studies

Targeted sector or ecosystem when developing the DST
Agricuture and rural

development
Marine and 

coastal

Conservation
and 

protected 
areas

Spatial 
planning

Multiple

DSTname Daisy CropSyst SeaSketch MARXAN GEOMOD InVEST ARIES MIMES SolVES

A. General assessment criteria s (adapted from Bagstad et al. 2013)

A1. Quantification and uncertainty x x x x x x x x x

A2. Time requirements (lowest x x x x

A3. Capacity for inde pendent application x x x x x x x x x

A4. Level of development and documenta tion x x x x x x x x x

A5. Scalability x x x x x x x x x

A6. Generalizability x x x x x x x x

A7. Nonmoneta ry and cultural perspectives (moneta ry and non-moneta ry) x x

A8. Affordability x x x x x x x

B. Relevant for sectors and ecosytems occcuring in Ors and OCTs (adapted from Grêt-Regamey et al., 2017)

B1. Agriculture and rural development x x x x x x x x

B2. Marine and coastal (including fisheries) x x x x x x x

B3. Spatial planning x x x x x x x

B4. Conservation and protected areas x x x x x x x

B6. Multiple x x x x x x

C. Relevant for specific ES management sequence (adapted from Bagstad et al. 2013)

C1. Screening x

C2. Mapping and assessment x x x x x x x x

C3. Valuation (monetary and nonmonetary) x x x x

C4. Planning and management x x x

Table 1: DSTs and assessement criteria for OCTs/ORs (adapted from Bagstad et al., (2013)).
Download

Task 
Leader
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/20210817-D.4.2.2_Technical-Report-on-Best-Practice-Guidelines-for-casting_FINAL.pdf


MOVE

Outlining a MAES Strategic Plan for the EU Overseas

This activity aims to review the performance of the 
MAES tools and procedures tested, and the major 
constraints for their implementation. To integrate 
the lessons learned during the project in a proposed 
Strategic Plan for MAES in ORs and OCTs.

MOVE5Activity

Activity LEADER
University of Portsmouth (UoP)
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5Activity Outlining a MAES Strategic 
Plan for the EU Overseas

Activity 
Leader

Task 5.1. Assessment of the performance of MAES tools & Approaches

Effectiveness Efficiency Sustainability

Identification of policy needs and gaps in each MOVE Case 
Study region and selection the most appropriate tools to 
address the policy needs.
Development and application of a performance matrix 
to assess the effectiveness, efficiency and sustainability of 
MAES tools and approaches to facilitate MAES implemen-
tation in EU Overseas.”

Need for flexible, guidance-based ES mapping and 
assessment approaches in the EU Overseas.
Selection of MAES tools that are cost-effective, increa-
se awareness, cover the biophysical, economic, and 
social-cultural components of the MAES assessment.

MAES tools applied for modelling and multi-tiered 
approaches, covering marine and terrestrial ecosys-
tems, and including stakeholders from multiple discipli-
nes and sectors

Tools contribute to 
reach the objec-
tives and planed 
results?

Tools allow to de-
liver results in time-
ly and economic 
way?

The net benefit of 
the tools contin-
ues, or are likely to 
continue?

Download

ARIES

Spatial proxy methods
Process-based models Statistical models

Integrated modelling
Choice modellingMarket price

Travel cost
Contingent valuation

Participatory valuation

MIMES
Replacement cost

Value 
Transfer

MARXAN

Participatory GIS
Participatory 

scenario planning

Preference assessment

Photo-elicitation surveys

Daisy

SolVESCropSyst

SeaSketch
TELSA

InVEST

26
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Activity 
Leader

PE
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This study aimed to display 
the most appropriate meth-
ods/tools to address the 
policy needs expressed by 
local stakeholders. Those 
needs are certainly not ex-
haustive, and other tools 
and approaches might be 
more appropriate in a giv-
en context regarding data 
availability, technical skills, 
time, and budget. 

Mapping & 
Science-Policy 
interfaces Tools 

4Activity

Needs

2Activity 3Activity

Performance 
Matrix 

according to 
needs (D.5.1) Download

5Activity Outlining a MAES Strategic 
Plan for the EU Overseas
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Activity 
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Constraints (cognitive, 
organisational and po-
litical difficulties) to the 
uptake and presence of 
ES in public policies and 
policy practices & Feasi-
ble Solutions tailored for 
each EU Overseas (ORs & 
OCTs) regions regarding 
tools usefulness, easiness 
of their implementation 
and their  potential use 
in the future. 

2. Majors constraints & solutions for MAES tools & Approaches implementation 

? ...
Major problems for the uptake of ESs in public decisions

Improvement Areas for the uptake of ES in decision-making

• Conceptual Innovation: Novelty and complexity of the ES concept.

• Administrative Capacity: The weak in-house capacity, understood in terms 
of expertise and personnel about ES.

• Political Coordination: The weak coordination, both along a horizontal and a 
vertical political dimension

• Scientific Advice: The science-policy interface varies a lot across the overseas 
entities with null o scarce scientific input/ interaction Science-Policy-NGOs.

• Clashes with vested Interests: important socio-political implications that mi-
ght slow down the uptake of ESs in public decision-making.

• Promoting legislative reforms
• Aligning science advice with socio-political priorities
• Targeting science communication to decision-makers
• Enhancing public engagement
• Strengthening organisational capacity

? ?
???

Download
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MAES Strategic Plan 
for the EU Overseas 
builds on the assess-
ment of needs and 
bottlenecks con-
ducted on MOVE 
Case Study regions, 
involving local actors 
in its development 
process, to guide 
local policies and in-
terventions from the 
Member States and 
the European Union.Plan discussed 

with stakeholders, 
partners and 

members of the 
Advisory Board

Task 5.3. Outline of MAES Strategy

M
ET

H
O

D
O

LO
G

Y

Outline of a MAES Strategy for the EU Overseas

Analysis and Assessment (SWOT) Goals and Priorities

Activity 2
results

Online WS to 
validate MAES 

Strategy

Final version of  
the Strategic Plan

Activity 2
results

Activity 4
results

Stregths

Opportunities

Weaknesses

Threats

PLAN

Maximize

Maximize

Minimize

MAES 
Objectives

Needs and 
Bottlenecks

Minimize
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• The outline of the MAES 
Strategy Plan for the EU 
Overseas is structured 
in six components.

• No all solution in this 
Strategic Plan can be 
applied for all ORs and 
OCTs. Rather, tailor-ma-
de solutions, respecting 
the specificities and 
contextual conditions 
of the individual islands 
and Member States, 
are needed.

• The Strategy does not 
constitute an official 
strategy, politically en-
dorsed by the EU Over-
seas. It will need action 
and coordination at a 
higher political level.
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MOVE

Communication, Dissemination and Outreach

This activity aims to ensure effective communication 
and dissemination actions, raising public awareness 
about Ecosystem Services as well as informing 
stakeholders, MAES specialists worldwide and general 
society about the outcomes of the project. 

MOVE6Activity

Activity LEADER
Asociación Biodiversidad  

Atlántica y Sostenibilidad  (ABAS)
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Project Toolkit

Logotype & visual identity Document templates Project factsheet Project roll-up display
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Website in English and Spanish Social media

www.moveproject.eu
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https://twitter.com/MOVEProject2018
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCFtp7AJyUT9xlGAxl2wC8Q/featured
https://www.facebook.com/MOVEProject2018
https://www.linkedin.com/company/move-project-2018/
https://moveproject.eu


Activity 
Leader

Dissemination Materials

I. Newsletters II. Webinars

About MOVE
The aim of MOVE, which is a pilot project to be implemented for 3 years, is to involve policy makers, researchers and civil society in the development of methodologies for 
mapping and assessing the state of ecosystems and their services in Outermost Regions (ORs) and Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs).

The project is coordinated by Fundo Regional para a Ciência e Tecnologia (FRCT) of the Azores Regional Government (Portugal), and will involve 13 other organizations from 
France (4), Spain (3), Holland (2), UK (2), Portugal (1), Italy (1) and Germany (1). 

News

Events

Publications

MOVE Project kick-
off meeting

The first meeting of the part-
ners belonging to the MOVE 
project took place at the end 
of May 2018 in the city of Ponta 
Delgada located in San Miguel 
Island (Azores, Portugal) led 
by the coordinator of the pro-
ject, the Fundo Regional para 
a Ciência e Tecnologia (FRCT) 
of the Azores Regional Gover-
nment.
Keep reading

Ecosystem Services 
Partnership Regional 
Conference, Europe 2018
View more

Gran Canaria Blue Space 
Forum
View more

International Spring 
University course (ISU19) 
on Artificial Intelligence fo 
Ecosytem Services
View more

International Island Biology 
Conference
View more

Hotspots of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services: the Outermost 
Regions and Overseas Countries and 
Territories of the European Union

MOVE project was 
presented in the 
16th MAES Working 
Group meeting

MOVE project updates were 
presented in the 16th MAES 
Working Group meeting in 
Brussels in September 2018 
at the Directorate-General 
for Environment (DG Environ-
ment) of the European Com-
mission, responsible for the 
European Union policy area of  
environment.
Keep reading

New IPBES webinar 
series

The IPBES secretariat, as part 
of its work on capacity-buil-
ding, has launched the IPBES 
webinar series to provide 
learning resources for those 
involved in, or wanting to learn 
more about, the work of the 
Platform.

The webinars, presented by 
the Assessment co-chairs, are 
aimed at policymakers, practi-
tioners, civil society organisa-
tions, students and everyone 
else interested in learning 
about the Assessments’ fin-
dings. 
Keep reading

The MOVE project 
survey approaches 
its data collection 
objective in just 
three months

This line of work by MOVE, 
coordinated by L’Institut de 
recherche pour le développe-
ment (IRD) as requested by the 
direction of the project, set the 
goal of having a minimum of 
30 surveys in each of the Eu-
ropean Union’s outermost re-
gions and overseas territories, 
to establish an initial diagnosis 
of the situation and the map-
ping of marine ecosystems.
Keep reading

Move Project 
Website and Social 
Media

MOVE website, moveproject.
eu, was developed in 2018 as 
part of the goals of the project. 
It is a visually attractive and 
informative tool which facilita-
tes continuous project partner 
communication, following the 
EU project websites. It serves 
multiple purposes and it is a 
communication resource to 
promote the project, its ob-
jectives and partnership. Also 
it is used to update interested 
parties on progress, results 
and outcomes, and it is a repo-
sitory for public deliverables. 
Facebook, Twitter and Linke-
dIn social media accounts have 
been also developed as part 
of the communication plan for 
these three years.

Fundo Regional para a Ciência e Tecnologia (FRCT). Rua do Mercado, 21. 9500-326. Ponta Delgada. Açores. +351 296 308 945
moveproject.eu

Publisher: One Ecosystem 3: e24719 
Authors: Sieber I, Borges P, Burkhard B
MOVE Member: Leibniz University Hannover
Link

June 12, 2018

About MOVE
The aim of MOV, which is a pilot project to be implemented for 3 years, is to involve policy makers, researchers and civil society in the development of methodologies for 
mapping and assessing the state of ecosystems and their services in Outermost Regions (ORs) and Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs).

The project will be supervised by general coordinator, the Fundo Regional para a Ciência e Tecnologia (FRCT) of the Azores Regional Government (Portugal), and will 
involve13 other organizations from France (4), Spain (3), Holland (2), UK (2), Portugal (1), Italy (1) and Germany (1).

News

Events

MOVE project members 
meet at ULPGC

The Faculty of Marine Sciences of the 
University of Las Palmas de Gran Ca-
naria (ULPGC) in Canary Islands, Spain, 
hosted at end of May 2019 the second 
meeting of the members of MOVE, an 
international project that aims to invol-
ve policy-makers, researchers and civil 
society in the development of various 
methodologies aimed at mapping and 
assessing the state of ecosystems in 
the Outermost Regions (ORs) and Over-
seas Countries and Territories (OCTs).

Keep reading

Seventh EMSEA Conference
Säo Miguel, Azores. Portugal
16-20 September 2019
View more

High Level Celebration Conference 
of the first EU wide ecosystem 
assessment
Helsinki. Finland
13 December 2019
View more

The Ecosystem Services Partnership 
10th World Conference
Hannover. Germany
21-25 October 2019
View more

MOVE members attend the 
Third International Island 
Biology Conference on La 
Réunion Island

José Manuel Viegas Azevedo, profes-
sor at the University of the Azores, and 
Francisco Otero Ferrer, post-doctoral 
researcher at the University Institute 
of Aquaculture and Sustainable Ma-
rine Ecosystems (IU-ECOAQUA) and 
member of ABAS (Association for At-
lantic Biodiversity and Sustainability) 
attended the Third International Island 
Biology Conference, held in July 2019 (8-
13) on the island of La Réunion (France), 
representing the MOVE project.

Keep reading

EU’s Outermost Regions 
and Overseas Territories 
will carry out 8 case 
studies on ecosystem 
services and the impact of 
climate change

The European Union will finance eight 
research projects with around one mi-
llion euros to understand the impact 
of climate change on the ecosystems 
of its Outermost Regions (ORs) and 
Overseas Countries and Territories 
(OCTs) and to have a better knowledge 
of its ecosystemic systems. This was 
advanced by José Manuel Viegas Aze-
vedo, professor of the University of the 
Azores and coordinator of the MOVE 
project through the Regional Fund for 
Science and Technology (FRCT).

Keep reading

The Officer of the MOVE 
project at the European 
Commission praises 
the work done in the 
preparatory phase

Karine Zaunberger, who is the officer 
responsible for monitoring the MOVE 
project within the European Commis-
sion’s Directorate-General for the 
Environment, gave a very positive as-
sessment of the work carried out in the 
first year of this initiative, which seeks 
to map the ecosystem services in the 
Outermost Regions (ORs) and other 
Overseas Countries and Territories 
(OCTs) associated with the EU. Zaun-
berger attended the annual meeting of 
the MOVE Consortium that took place 
between 26th and 27th of May 2019 in 
the Canary Islands (Spain) at the Facul-
ty of Marine Sciences of the University 
of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (Canary 
Islands)

Keep reading

Fundo Regional para a Ciência e Tecnologia (FRCT). Rua do Mercado, 21. 9500-326. Ponta Delgada. Açores. +351 296 308 945
moveproject.eu

About MOVE
The MOVE pilot project was implemented for 3 and a half years, aiming to involve policy makers, researchers and civil society in the development of methodologies for 
Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and their Services (MAES) in Europe’s Outermost Regions (ORs) and Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs). A coordinated 
and synergistic approach was advocated to turn the geographical, political and knowledge base fragmentation of these entities into assets, pooling resources and building 
robust participatory tools.

The project, coordinated by the Fundo Regional para a Ciência e Tecnologia (FRCT) from the Regional Government of the Azores (Portugal), involved a consortium of 14 
partners, based in 8 European Overseas entities (the Azores, Canary Islands, St. Maarten, New Caledonia, La Réunion, the Falkland Islands, Martinique and French Guiana) 
covering 6 of the 7 biogeographical regions with an European presence, and 4 countries of the European mainland (Spain,UK, Italy and Germany).

News
Interview with Carolina 
Parelho as Coordinator and 
Manager of MOVE  

MOVE project is coordinated by the 
Fundo Regional para a Ciência e Tecno-
logia (FRCT) from the Regional Govern-
ment of the Azores (Portugal). Carolina 
Parelho, as head of the coordination 
team and manager of the project, exp-
lains here the achievements, main re-
sults and future goals for the project.

Keep reading

MOVE project recommends 
MOOC Conservation

MOVE project recommends MOOC 
Conservation (Massive Open Online 
Course), a platform that is dedicated to 
online courses on nature conservation. 
The training materials are developed by 
IUCN-PAPACO (the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature’s Program-
me on African Protected Areas and 
Conservation) and its partners.

Keep reading

MOVE Progress & Planning 
meeting

MOVE Progress & Planning meeting 
took place on 15th of October 2020, 
for nearly two hours, with lots of inputs 
from different partners involved in the 
project. In this virtual event organized 
by Fundo Regional para a Ciência e Tec-
nologia, the presentations were led by 
Leibniz Universität Hannover (LUH), 
University of La Laguna (ULL), Univer-
sité de La Réunion, University of Ports-
mouth (UoP) and Asociación Biodiversi-
dad Atlántica y Sostenibilidad (ABAS). 

Keep reading

Thirteen Azores regional 
stakeholders attend a 
MOVE online workshop on 
SeaSketch

MOVE Project, with an action organized 
by Fundo Regional da Ciência e Tecnolo-
gia along with Université de La Réunion 
and SeaSketch team, held last May 3th 
an online workshop entitled “Decision 
support tools – SeaSketch as a support 
to Spatial Planning focused on Ecosys-
tem Services”.

Keep reading

Webinars

Dissemination materials

MOVE Project organized 
seven online webinars 
aiming to promote the 
relevant findings of each 
case study to the local 
stakeholders, project 
partners and general 
public.

MOVE Project Promotional Video MOVE Project Booklet

View more

View more

Webinar 1 – Canary Islands Case Study (18 June 2020)

Webinar 2 – Falkland Islands Case Study (16 July 2020)

Webinar 3 – Martinique Case Study (30 July 2020)

Webinar 4 – The Azores Case Study (29 October 2020)

Webinar 5 – St. Maarten Case Study (18 November 2020)

Webinar 6 – Reunion Case Study (21 January 2021)

Webinar 7 – French Guiana Case Study (9 February 2021)

We are proud to share with you the MOVE promotional video, 
aimed to disseminate the project’s main achievements.

With the same objective of the promotional video, we have 
produced a booklet containing a summary of the objectives, 
activities and work developed within the project.

Fundo Regional para a Ciência e Tecnologia (FRCT). Rua do Mercado, 21. 9500-326. Ponta Delgada. Açores. +351 296 308 945
moveproject.eu

MOVE PROJECT

BOOKLET

Partners:

MOVE

Coordinated by:

Founded by:
This project has received funding from 
the European Commission (Directorate-
General for Environment), under the grant 
07.027735/2018/776517/SUB/ENV.D2

Azores

Canary Islands

Martinique
St. Maarteen

Falkland Islands

French Guyana

La Reunion

Regional Case Studies
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Newsletter_MOVE_EN.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2020_Newsletter_MOVE_EN.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2020_Newsletter_MOVE_EN.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/results/webinars/
https://moveproject.eu/results/disseminationmaterials/
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III. Reports Publications IV. E-Forum MOVE

Red list of Ecosystems Feasibility Study in 
the European Overseas

The study identified the state of the knowledge on 
Ecosystem Status, based on the IUCN Red List of Ecosys-
tems global standard and data needs as well as ma-
jor barriers for 1) conducting RLE assessments in EU ORs 
and OCTs, and 2) promoting those for conservation 
and ecosystem management purposes.

A tool to facilitate the dia-
logue among the stake-
holders and the project 
partners.

Ecosystem 
Services concept

Knowledge transfer 
from Mainland to 

Overseas

Capacity building 
for MAES MAES for everyone
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Bringing-nature-into-decision-making-and-policy-design-Experiences-from-overseas-Europe2.pdf
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Dissemination Materials

V. Move Project promotional video VI. Move Project booklet

6Activity Communication, Dissemination 
and Outreach

36

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fgOpVdQJC0


MOVE

RESULTS: MOVE  DELIVERABLES

D.1.1 Signed Consortium Agreement 
D.1.2 Advisor Board Nomination 
D.1.3 Progress report and Financial report 
D.2.1 List of institutional and individual stakeholders of MAES 
D.2.2 Report on the State of the Art of MAES in the participating 

regions
D.2.3 Justification of the regional Case Studies and Terms of 

Reference
D.3.1 Research on mapping and assessment of ecosystems and 

their services
D.3.2 Guidelines for knowledge sharing and integration. 
D.3.3 Electronic forum
D.4.1 Reports of the development application and participative 

validation of mapping tools
D.4.1.2 Technical report on best practices guidelines for mapping 

assessing valuating and monitoring of terrestrial ecosystem 
services

D.4.1.3 Technical report on best practices guidelines for mapping 
assessing valuating and monitoring of coastal marine 
ecosystem services

D.4.2.1 Review of available science policy interface tools
D.4.2.2 Technical report on best practices guidelines for casting 

and profiling ecosystem services management tools
D.4.2.3 Technical report on impact assessment and best practices 

guidelines for implementing spatially science policy interface 
tools

D.5.1 Report on the adequacy of tools and approaches to current 
policy and gaps

D.5.2 Report on constraints and solutions for the implementation 
of MAES process and tools

D.5.3 MAES Strategy for the EU overseas 6.1.1
D.6.1 Identity toolkit 
D.6.1.2 Website 
D.6.1.4 Project Factsheets
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https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MOVE_-D.1.2_Advisory-Board-Nomination-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_D.2.2_Report-on-the-State-of-the-Art-of-MAES-in-the-Participing-regions.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_D.2.2_Report-on-the-State-of-the-Art-of-MAES-in-the-Participing-regions.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_D.2.2_Report-on-the-State-of-the-Art-of-MAES-in-the-Participing-regions.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_Act.2_Deliverable-D.2.3-Justification-of-the-Regional-Case-Studies-and-Terms-of-Reference-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_Act.2_Deliverable-D.2.3-Justification-of-the-Regional-Case-Studies-and-Terms-of-Reference-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_Act.3_D.3.1_Scientific-research-on-mapping-and-assessment-of-ecosystems-and-their-services-in-the-EU-Overseas2.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/MOVE_Act.3_D.3.1_Scientific-research-on-mapping-and-assessment-of-ecosystems-and-their-services-in-the-EU-Overseas2.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/MOVE_D3.2_Guidelines-for-knowledge-sharing-and-integration-.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MOVE_-D.3.3_E-Forum_-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.1_Report-of-the-development-application-and-participative-validation-of-mapping-tools-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.1_Report-of-the-development-application-and-participative-validation-of-mapping-tools-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.23-Technical-report-on-best-practices-guidelines-for-mapping-assessing-valuating-and-monitoring-of-ecosystem-services_V2.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.23-Technical-report-on-best-practices-guidelines-for-mapping-assessing-valuating-and-monitoring-of-ecosystem-services_V2.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.23-Technical-report-on-best-practices-guidelines-for-mapping-assessing-valuating-and-monitoring-of-ecosystem-services_V2.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.23-Technical-report-on-best-practices-guidelines-for-mapping-assessing-valuating-and-monitoring-of-ecosystem-services_V2.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.23-Technical-report-on-best-practices-guidelines-for-mapping-assessing-valuating-and-monitoring-of-ecosystem-services_V2.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.1.23-Technical-report-on-best-practices-guidelines-for-mapping-assessing-valuating-and-monitoring-of-ecosystem-services_V2.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.4.2.1_Review-of-available-science-policy-interface-tools_FINAL-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/20210817-D.4.2.2_Technical-Report-on-Best-Practice-Guidelines-for-casting_FINAL.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/20210817-D.4.2.2_Technical-Report-on-Best-Practice-Guidelines-for-casting_FINAL.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/MOVE_D.4.2.3_Technical-Report-on-Impact-Assessment-and-Best-Practices-Guidelines-for-implementing-spatially-explicit-science-policy-interface-tools.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/MOVE_D.4.2.3_Technical-Report-on-Impact-Assessment-and-Best-Practices-Guidelines-for-implementing-spatially-explicit-science-policy-interface-tools.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/MOVE_D.4.2.3_Technical-Report-on-Impact-Assessment-and-Best-Practices-Guidelines-for-implementing-spatially-explicit-science-policy-interface-tools.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/MOVE_D5.1_Report-on-the-adequacy-of-MAES-tools-and-approaches-to-current-policy-needs-and-gaps.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/MOVE_D5.1_Report-on-the-adequacy-of-MAES-tools-and-approaches-to-current-policy-needs-and-gaps.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.5.2-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/MOVE_D.5.2-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/MOVE_D.5.3_MAES-Strategy-outline-for-the-EU-Overseas-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MOVE_D.6.1.1.-Identity-tool-kit-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MOVE_D.6.1.2_MOVE-Website-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/MOVE_D.6.1.4_Factsheet-MOVE-1.pdf
https://moveproject.eu/results/deliverables/
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